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easily be raised by a duty on com Is., timber Is.
per load, petroleum Id. per gallon, 3d. more on tea,
and |d. on sugar, besides another 3s. per barrel on
beer; and that if further calls came, an effort should
be made by a readjustment of local taxation to
resume for the State the 10 millions handed over to
the local authorities some years back. At the same
time, he thought the income-tax should gradually be
reduced to 6d. In such suggestions Sir Robert
Giffen shewed himself in strong opposition to the
tendencies noted in these discussions, tendencies
which became even more accentuated after the general
election of 1906 ; and another defender of the duty,
Mr. Winston Churchill, then a young Conservative
member, shewed a much clearer insight into the
political possibilities of the future. Deeply impressed
with the increase of expenditure, which he thought
" out of all proportion to the national enrichment"
and to which he saw no effective check, he thought
that the necessary broadening of the basis of taxation
would lead to serious taxation of bread and meat
and other necessaries of the food of the people. He
wondered what would happen if the fair trade issue
was openly raised by some responsible person of
eminence and authority in the country. They would
stand once more on the old battlefields . . . party
bitterness would be aroused such as the present
generation could furnish no parallel for, except in a
brief period of 1885-6. He wondered how the advent
of such a tremendous issue would affect the existing
disposition of political parties."l
Little more than a year was to pass before this

1 ParL Debates, vol. cvi. p. 240.